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Great success for a concept of pan-European media policy

Stability Pact agrees to support
CR "Partnership Project for SE TV"

Within the framework of a media aid programme for Southeast Europe, the coor-
dinator of the Stability Pact in Brussels has been inundated with more than 120 ap-
plications for support in a variety of radio, television and press projects. The Stability
Pact has chosen to support the implementation of just 13 of these applications, one of
which will be CIRCOM regional's request for financial support for a feasibility sudy
to precede its "Partnership Project for Southeast European TV".

This positive decision gives us cause
to expect that the various governments
involved in the Stability Pact, as well as
the World Bank involved in the whole
process, will approve the project itself: a

the concept and its developer, Reimar Al-
lerdt.

The project will involve the set-up of a
team of editors, two-thirds of whom will
be journalists from Southeast European
television stations and one-third journal-
ists from Central, Western and Northern
European television stations, who will
come together under a public service
broadcasting structure to produce a daily
television programme, including news
broadcasts, which will last several hours
and be designed especially for the South-
east European region.

[t will be broadeast throughout the
night via satellite {Eutelsat) and will be
able to be received by all regional and na-
tional television stations across Southeast
Europe.

Programmes produced by the team
will be provide free of charge to all non-
profit-making Southeast European televi-
sion stations, who will then be able to
edit them and broadcast them in their
own language, thus guaranteeing South-
east European television stations com-
plete automomy in their programme plan-
ning.

Contributions will be filmed by South-
east European journalists in their native

countries and produced and composed
at a central location in consultation with
experienced television journalists from
the other European regions.

The programmes will be provided by

pean region, thereby avoiding the as-
sumption of any form of "media impe-
rialism". The project will provide our
colleagues in Southeast Europe with
practical programme-making and pro-
fessional training at the same time: so-
called "learning by doing”.

The "Partnership Project for South-
east European TY™ has been designed
on an initial period of 5 wears. It will
provide the countries of Southeast
Europe with an example of high-quality
television programmes, which will be
produced along public service broad-
casting guidelines.

The long-term objective of this proj-
ect is the implementation of public serv-
ice broadecasting in all countries of
Southeast Europe, a task which prom-
ises to be extremely difficult given the
current political, economic and social
conditions in the region.

The feasibility study will be carried
out over a period of & months by experts
from CIRCOM regional’s member st-
tions, together with experts from the
European Broadeasting Union, and will
begin with an initial discussion at the
18" Annual Conference in Potsdam on
1 June 2000.

Big changes in
Croatia s HRT

Following January general elections and big
changes in the Croatian society since then,
Croatian pardmment Sabor on March 16, 2000
elected Mr. Mirko Gali as the new peneral
manager of HRT. Galic, being himszelf a well
respected journalist, was unanimously elected as
a person who will enable full transformation of
HRT to real public service broadeaster. As a
part of this role, Galic 15 expected to help
formulate a2 new Law  on  Croatian
RadioTelevision which will help recrganize
HRT itzelf, enabling privatization of the HTV
3rd channed and privatzation of transmitters
network, thus enabling formation of the first
private national competitor. One of his first
mowves n this position was to name an interim
edior-in-chief of Croatan Television thar would
enable him to start with the iminent chages even
HRET Council approved Mrs. Neda Ritz (current
Edutor-n-Chief of Cultural Programme at HRT
and well known TV journalist) as an mterim
editor-in-chief on Apoil 10, 2000,

Biggest ever

traimning workshop

The Television Journalism  Traning
Workshop, to be held before and during the
Potsdam conference, 1= likely to be the bigoest
ever organised by Circom Regional. Ower 50
young joumalists from 21 different Eurcpean
Countries are expected to attend the twelve-day
workshop,  Traming  Coordinator,  Rick
Thompson says "Fimancial support from the
Council of Europe has enabled us to plan a large
and ambitious course, amnd 1t has also helped
considerably that several member-stations are
releasing experienced frainers and technical
staff at no cost to Circom Regional”.

The Workshop will use digital cameras and
field-editors provided by Seny, to ensure that
there are plenty of practical exercises, with
groups of young joumalists working m small
teams to produce news repons and features,
ORB are offering their news studio for half a
day, for an exercise i live broadeasting. a video
report about the training workshop will be
transmitted across Europe on the EbS system.
The waorkshop will also attempt o produce 15-
minute TV reports during the three main days of
the conference, to be shown o delegates each
evening on the mternal 1Y sysiem.



Sixteen judges view

136

programs

for

the Prix Circom 2000

Circom Regional’s judges have now chosen the winners of the regional
programme awards worth more than 40,000 euros top be presented at the Potsdam

conference.

The sixteen judges met for three full day of viewing and discussion in the
Carinthian lakeside village of Portschach near Klagenfurt. There were 136 entries
from almost all of the Circom Regional member countries, about 25 more than

last year.

There were six categories: the Grand
Prix for both News and Documentary,
Europe Matters (sponsored by the
European Parliament), Cross-Border
programmes {sponsored by the
European Commission’s Regional
Policy Directorate), New Technology
isponsored by ISPO) and the France 3
Award for the most original entry
(sponsored by France 3). Winners and
commendations have been agreed in all
categories.

David Lowen, chairman of the
judges said: "We have been delighted by
the guality and range of the
programmes we have seen. Some are
very good. They prove that brilliant and
important programmes can be made in
all regions of Europe.

"The winners will be informed very
soon and they will be invited to attend
the conference and collect their prizes at
the ceremony in Potsdam. Anyone who
comes to Potsdam should make sure
they leave time in their diary to view
these winning programmes at the
teletheque and to come to the workshop

with the winning producers.”

"We were delighted to be made so
welcome in Carinthia and we all wish to
thank ORF, Alfred Dickermann and
Anita Piery for the warmth and
generosity of their hospitality."

The chairman of the Documentary
judges was Olivier Brumelot (France 3
Mord. Pas de Calais, Picardie). The
chairman of the Europe Matters and
Cross-Border awards was Dr Jurgen
Hassel (WDR Koln) and the chair of the
MNews and New Technology awards was
Kathy Melson (BBC London), The chair
of the France 3 award was Charles
White {EC Regional Policy).

The other judges were Dr Alfred
Dickermann{(QRF Karntnen),Svein
Presivik (WRK), Per Eric MNordquist
(8VT), Miodrag llic (RTS), Branko
Lentic (HRT), Zoran Medved (RTVS),
Eva Zombon (MTV), Eelco van den
Kerkhoff (TV MNoord), Marie-Paule
Urban (F3), Qadar Baksh (ERT}, Jerzy
Boj (TWVP), Christel Hinrichsen (BR
Munich).

Limits of
governmental

influence n
S.E Europe

Public Service Broadeasting: Limits of
Governmental Influence 15 the topic of a
conference to be held in Vienna {Austria),
May 3 5

The conference will examine the legal
situation of public service broadcasting in
the reforming countries of South Eastern
Europe.

The Institute for the Danube Begion and
Central Europe (Vienna / Austria) together
with the Institute of European Media Law
i Saarbr cken ! Germany) are responsible for
the conference.

Professors Bulgaria,
Germany, Hungaria  and  Poland  will
participate as well as Dr, Wemner Rumphonst
(EBL / Gieneva).

Subjects of discussion are:

of  Austria,

. Basic Structures of Public Senace

Broadeasting in Eastern Europe
. Media in Transformation
* Limits of Governmental Influence on

Public Service Broadeasting

* Broadeasting and Market Situation

. The lmportance of Public Service
Broadeasting  in Central, Southeastern
and Eastern Europe

. Demaocratic
Law

CIRCOM Regional will be represented
by President Reimar H. Allendt.

The conference intends to portray the
legal sitwation of public service broadeasting
in Eastern and Southersastern European
countries a5 well as to develop models for
the implementation of  public
broadeasting as part of a longterm process of
democratization.

of Media

Dimensions

SErVIce

Gieneral directors and their representatives
from 17 public broadeasters in South East
Europe [SEE} have agreed to initiate a regional
co-operation in the following areas of Media
Policy, Programm Co-gpration and Training,
The representatives of the stations met in
Bornholm (Denmark} beginning of April, hosted
by the Baltic Medi Centre. EBL-representative
Antonio Riva participated to the conference as
well as Charles Angus Fleicher from BBC-
training London, Antti Kuwsi from UNESCD
SEE Samajevo and the president of CIROOM
Regional, Reimar H. Allerd:.

With the aim of promoting pezce, democracy
and stability in the Sowth East Europe the
objectives of the intended collaboration are:

#To ensure well functioning independent public
service broadeasting in SEE.
To  further co-operation

between  public

brosdcasiers within the 3EE and with rest of

Europe.
T promote co~operation between public service
broadcasters, regulatory bodies and political

SouthEastern Europe
public broadcasters

Initiate co-operation

decision makers within SEE.

&To work towards that media legislation in SEE
iz in alipnment with European standards for
public service media as expressed for example in
the Council of Europe recommendsztion The
puarantee of the mdependence of public service
broadcasting .

*To enhance the already existing programme

collaboration between the public broadcasters in
SEE.

To contimoe  strengthening  the  professional
standards of the public broadcasters in SEE
through training.

«To promote good ethical working standards
within public broadcasters in the SEE especially
within the area of covering minorities and
promaote conflict preventing programming.
»To work where possible for a co-ordination of
regional  assistance  activities  implemented
through international organisations,

The conference participants have discussed
and
agreed to the conclusions from the working
groups  within  Media Policy, Programme
Cooperation and Training as a basis for the
development of a Z-year-programme. The
conference recommends that  the regional
collaboration among the public broadeasters in
S5EE will be implemented throowgh working
groups 2t the relevant level within each activity.

%  For more detailed information on Media
Policy, Co-operation and Training please contact
the homepage of Baltic Media Centre

woww. bme dk and of CTRCOM regional
WWW.CITCOm-Tegin si.




CIRCOM has to change its attitude

—y

Circom, worldwide the bigeest organisation of
regional TV-producers, must adapt to the chang-
ing environment. Most of our colleagues agree
with this opinion, mainly on our objective, perhaps
less 5o on the method we should adopt to schieve
1t.

By preparing CIRCOM resional’s 18th annwal
conference, hosted by the German TV-station
ORE in Potsdam, it is to recognize a certain stub-
bomness, few are prepared to change the past, o
re-examing or even abandon favounte practices
We have thought too little abowt Circom's respona-
hilines and objecnves, about our stectures. We
have trusted too much o chance in the last few
vears, and rehied too heavily on the willingness of
some of our maost dedicated members to fake on all
the tasks.

1f we believe that we must adapt to the chang-
ing environment, to chaneing socal condinons and
the changing media landscape, how should we go
about it? It seems that there 1= some kind of a ten-
deney to stubbamness within the organisation, o
clinging to the past, to favourite methods, fear of
the past, along the lines of: "we have always done
it this way and i has worked, so we should keep
on doing it this way™.

We need to come to a decision on the direction
CIRCOM rerional should take in the future, the
attitude of its corporate identity. Those interested
in thas subject must come up with some concrete
sugpestions which should po before both European
Computtes and European Board. We should start
this discussion mmediately after this vears condier-
ence and ulbmately present the results at the an-
nuzl conference in Porto, m 2001

Mscussion of new forms of activites has to be
allowed and 15 by no means condemning the sue-
cesses and doubtless pood performances of the
past, it 15 not about criticising the past; this is ahout
adapting to the extremely fast developing  needs of
our days and about our ability 0 survive as a lanre
commumity, not only to confirm our presence
through quantity, but through quality, through
clear-cut, professional activities. If we do not do
thiz, we will soon begin to lose members and pen-
eral imterest as well.

It 15 mmportant to achieve clanty on rights, obli-
pations and responsibilites within our organisa-
tion. Because the current statube 1s very vague on
these poants, there are no guidelines to mun the
management, to act mtemally and to act externally
as well. In principle, any member of the Executive
Committes can do anything he hkes wathout con-
sulfing with anyone alse; or he or she can do the

By Reimar
H. Allerdt
CR President

exact opposite: he or she can shine without do-
ing anything at all. Mo obligations are set down
af all.

Only the responsibalities of the general secre-
tary have been described in any detail.

According o the currént statute, there are
also no guidelines as to how a president should
have to act Ar least he s responsible for every-
thing. Certanly it is his responsibility to estab-
lish guidelines for the orpanisanon’s activinies

and to discuss these permanently with the mem-
bers of the Executive Commuttee and the mem-
bers of the Eurapean Board.

A president should both lead and harmonize.
But if condiions mean he has to decide between
harmomzing different opinions  and leadership,
in this cass he has no altemnmative bat to give his
leadershup role absolute prority. That 15 what
Circom members can expect from him in the
interest of the orpanisation.

The Evropean Committes should draw up an
agenda for how it intends to povern the roles
and responsibilities in future, just ke the man-
agement of & company or a povernment cabinet.
Such an agenda of management has to be the
basis for our all davs work and sctivities, Every-

ane who wants to be a candidate for the EC has
to be ready to take responsibility for a certain
subject, has to ensure this personally and also by
confirmation of the station which he represents.

Ewvery member station should commut itself to
providing its CHR- representatives with the neces-
sary fime allowance and financial support for
them to be able to represent Circom as effi-
ciently as possible. It should not only be gues-
tioned which profits brings CIRCOM to the sta-
tions but also  with an equal emotional enpage-
ment  what can the station do for CIRCOM, in
the mterest of the community of journalists
working at 376 European regional TV stations.

We nesd to ensure that, wathin imdividual
member stations, myvolvement in Cireom's a-
tivities 15 recorded n that employes’s work om-
tract, reporting directly to the programme man-
agement, e that working for Circom should
beseen as a part-time obligation by the manage-
mient of all of our member stations.

I behieve that some problems in the past were

the direct result of weaknesses in our organ-
isational structure, of the lack of obligation, of
our reliance upon the enthusiasm of a few in-
dividuals.

But this cannot be allowed to continue; for
now these very mdividuals must fulfil much
mose complex tasks in thewr daily work than
was the case in the past, in the good old days.
Every form of change is uncomfortable. Any-
way: let-s make all possible efforts for the fu-
ture, for the future ofCITRCOM regional, an
orgamisation which aims for better working
conditions of regional TV jounalist, for better
regional TY programmes, for ndependent
free media, for the success of public service
broadeasting and for the solidarity with col-
leapues who have to work and to live under
unscoeptable economical and social cond:-
fions within weak democratic strectures,

Last but not least [ would like to broach
another subject. The conferénce in Potsdam
will consciously follow some new deas with
the objective of achieving more recognition,
acceptance and support within its member sta-
fions, from extemal institutions, srpanisations
and persons as well. The introduction of top-
ics with public appeal 15 one way to achieve
this. We must open owr argamsation o the
public. We must be prepured to listen to ex-
pert opinion, not only i cur own interest but
also because it brings attention from outside
our eirele

The Potsdam conference should be an at-
tempt o think a second thought”. Aiming to
this each day 1s dedicated to a separate topic.
The changes from the past are an experiment.
They are by no means a coticism of the past.
First reactions on the intentions of the con-
cept, on the changes and the proposed items
are more than positive. But there 15 absolutely
no doubt: for achieving a successtul confer-
ence a lot still kas to be done by all who are
invelved in the preparations.

We cannot allow ourselves to pet tangled
up in petty arpuments about different points
of view  we must remain focussed. If our
conference s a suwocess, it will not be seen
from the owtside as the success of certan
individuals or small groups, but as the success
of Circom regional as a whole And wice
wersa: failure will not be seen as the failure of
individuals or groups, but of the orgamszaton
as a whole, We are all in the same boat  let's
not forget that.

Worldwide TV viewing reported on rise

Viewers all over the world are watching more TV than ever,
while broadeasters are fuelling their appetite with greater numbers
of programmes centred on money, sex or voyeurism, scconding to
figures umveiled at Mip TV.Globally, the average viewer spent 201
minutes per day in front of the TV set last vear, vanying from 151
minutes in Asia to a high of 236 in North America, In the past frve
vears, Europels TV watching has grown by nine minutes to 1599
minutes a day, while US TV addicts have increased their

consumption by two minutes,

countries,

Where global TV colture reigns, money-oriented  shows  like
Celadors internationally  successful format "Who Wants o Be a
Milliznaws" hits the spot with viewers. There also are more shows on
the air that overtly or covertly concern sex in all its forms. And despite
negative backlash from some audiences, new additions to the voyeurism
penre, typified by 'Big Brother”, continue to emerge. The report,
unvelled at the Mip television market, was published by Francek
Mediametrie, whose Eurodata TV surveys 1.2 ballion viewers in 59



An essential institution in the development of a democratic

During the Baltic Media Centre Conference on the co-operation of public serv-
ice broadcasters in South Eastern Europe held in Bornholm, Denmark, Venera,
Hajrullahu, RTK Administrator, made the following presentation of Radio Televi-
sion of Kosovo,

Kosovao s nascent independent public broadcasting service, Radio Television of
Kosovo (RTK 1) was launched on 19 September 1999 with the first TV satellite
transmission.

With the support of UNMIK and the OSCE as the pillar responsible for media,
the financial pledges from the Norwegian, Dutch and Swiss governments, the tech-
mical support of the European Broadcasting Union, and a lot of enthusiasm, [ think
I can say today that the first months of activity have been successful.

Radio Television
of Kosovo (RTK 1)

What had initially been foreseen to be B

Radio Kosovo as a component or-
ganization within RTK pursues the
same objectives, With a staff of 40

an emergency broadcasting service of (B

news has been developed into a two S

hours per day transmission of original

news, information, musical, cultural,
sports and children programs.

In a building that was condemned
even before the last year s conflicts and

had since changed occupants a few i
times, we have managed to restore the |

maximum and there are today three stu-
dios, edit rooms with necessary equip-

ment, an open air interview area and a §

satellite feed point.

An important donation from  the
Japanese Government promised for the
end of the year will allow us to equip
the studios and return the equipment
that is currently being leased.

RTK broadcasts consist currently of
one 30 minutes news show from 19:00
19:30 followed by entertainment  edu-
cational programs and finishes with an-
other language News Bulletin.

Programming is generated by the

Mewsroom and a small program produc-
tion team.
{Due to the difficult financial situation,
currently we can  not buy any program
but are looking to any other possibility:
exchange, donations efc.)

The RTK News ronm has seven daily
reporters, four ENG crews and three
edit rooms.

For the transport of the ENG crews
we have obtained from six very old cars,
four now operational vehicles.

d o8 N,

RTK is broadcasting in Albanian,
Serbian and Bosnian language and we
are hoping to extend language coverage
to include Turkish this vear.

The transmission is done on satellite
in order to ensure all territory coverage
since the terrestrial network hasn t been
restored vet. To receive RTK, receivers
should be set to Eutelsat W2, at 16 de-
grees east, frequency 114892 MHz,
with a horizontal polarization; audio is
6.6 and 7.2 MHz.

The satellite transmission allows us
also to reach the important kosovar di-
aspora in Europe and be their source of
information on developments in
Kosovo. The widest possible access has
its importance also in view of the elec-
tions coverage as in the near future
RTK is going to be the host broadcaster
for the first democratic elections.

 ties. devastated by years of neglect and

months of conflict, and with the finan-
cial support of the French government
and the DFID, Radio Kosovo broadcasts
at present 24 hours programs over two

| frequencies. One is dedicated to the core

Albanian language service (91.9 FM).

PREES The second is reserved for the minority
- - g
W
1% v

b and information program (93,3 FM).

language services and experimental pro-
gramming and is used by the Turkish
language service for an hour daily news

After an initial fighting the fires
phase, the priority today for us is to give
RTK legal basis in order to protect its
independence but this is very much re-
lated to the media situation in Kosovo
as a whole, still unclear and missing a
general legal framework.

In order, again, to protect its inde-
pendence we are concentrating on find-
ing solutions to have RTK financially
self-sustainable. For that purpose we
have developed a Marketing Depart-
ment and are trying to find a way with
the administration to implement a li-
cense fee system.

Editorial and financial independence
is a precondition for RTK to fulfil its
function as an essential institution in
the development of a democratic soci-
ety.

VEREMA HAJRLULLAHL
RTE Administrator
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The 16th Atlantic Television

Festival 1n

Sao  Miguel

MAT 2000, the 16th Atlantic Television Festival, will take place on the island
of 5. Miguel, Azores, June 28-July 2. Produced by RTP-Azores the festival will
award the best television programs about the sea.

The deadline for submission of programs is May 31.
winners are totally up to 300000 dollars.

Rules and Regulations

Dilsjectivies

At | The Atlantic Tebewision Festival i3
produced by RTP-Azeres wiih ithe objeciive of
rewarding de best television programmes about
The Sea .
At 2 The programmes, because of thetr quality,
st hawve content anvd Form and reflect ihe varety
and wealth of the cccans at scientific and arisise
leala, peomcte the protection and defense of the
saad inoa pefspective of ecological  balanee,
highlighting mans relafionship  with  coasglal
COMEMUNILLES.
Applications

Art. 3 Telewizsien Producers may apply o
MAT, particularly padicipass  from  Regional
Television Cenires, Independent Producers and
Co-productions.
At 4 Each pastecipant may enter with as many
produciions as hedshe wishes  providing that ihe
productions eniered do not beleng o e same
sefies by submitling esch eniry on a separate
Emiry Form.
Programimes

Arl. 5 The programmes may be presented in
wideo Foem a8 long as they can be televised.
At 6 There afe two categories: Mows Reporting
and Documentary.
Art. 7 Whenever there ane doubis regarding how
1o classily the programimes, these may be clanged
frotn one category 1o ancdher after an agreanment
has boen reachad between the organizers and ihe
partecipant.
A, & The programmes Lo be subrmitted nmst
lave been produced during the lve vears provious
to the date of the Festival, and the progaimmes that
have already been submiited i previous edificns
of the Atlantie Televizion Festrval, may not be ne-
submitted.
Enrolment

Art. 9 Ewrolment in ihe Festival is free of
charge. In tee evend of a Co-production, enrolment
will be conzidered as a programime of the Station
that submits it.

At 16

Prizes given to three
Here are the rules and regulations.

Art. 10 The programimes, submiited fogather with
the Entry Form, must be sent al the cost of the
applicants, format Betacam 5P, Pal System, sub-
fitled] or dubbed in English or French, fo the address
rafersad in the Entry Foem.

Art. 11 The final date of subscription s 51st bay,
2000, The programmes seceived alfter 3 181 May and
thes that do ped comply witly the articles hersin will
not b sccepied.

Art. 12 RTP-Amores, as the organizer of the

Festival, reserves the rght o do a pre-sclection of

ihe programimes submitied, if necessary.

Ari. 13 The members of U Jury afe prestigiouns
personalities in e aodio-visual feld and  are,

anmually, mwvited for  this  purpose by Uw
Chrganisation.
Art. 14 The Jury reserves the right to withhold all

the prizes, o some of the prizes, if the programmes
submidtied do not gualify.

Ari. 15 The Jury may propose the distribution of
honourable menticns for progeammes that, due o
their quality, are seen as  deserving  gpecial
racogniiken, up o bwo for each category.

Prizeg

The primes A or de Owro (Golden
Azor), A or de Prata (Silver Aszor) and A or de
Bromze [(Bronee Azor), will be distributed 1ot
firat, second and thied best programmes o the
cathegories of Documentary and Mews Reporting
presemed at te Festival.

Ari, 17 To the wiming programimes, in s
categories of Documentary and Mews Repering, the
following prizes will bz given by the sponsers of the
Festival:
Ist Prime 15,000 U8 Dollass

2nd Prie 10,000 U5 Dollars

Jed Prime - 5,000 LIS Daollars

Art. 18 The winning progranmmes may be hown
by RTP  Awores, with the obligation to credit the
Siation that produced it and the priee received at
MAT.

Ast. 19 Events and sitations not incloded in these
Rules and Hegulations will be solved by e
Chrganisation,

Reality TV show
stays on the air

Media regulators aid a controversial Cfeality™ TV
show can stay on the air becase producers agreed Lo
aive conbesianis a daily beeak from around-the-clock
camera observation.

Dhespaie widospread criticism of ihe show, media
commizsoners om Germanys 16 states decided ihai
'Big Brother " which airs nightly on the privaie RTL 11
network, doeg mot vielate e pamicipants’ leman
dignity - semething that s forbidden by Germany
constintion. Bud they gaid ihey would keep the show
under abservation.

The programme began March 1 showing e daily
lives of five men and fve women cooped up i a house.
They will be monitered for 100 days by cameras and
microphones - even i the shower; infeared carmaras will
tapns the two communal bedsooms when the lighta are off.
The beeadeast adrd highlights from ibe residents’ day,
which iz shown nomstop live online.

Under senniny by media suhorities from the start, the
sl was allowed 1o continne broadeasting  Tuesday
alter producers agreed to create a room wlhere coniestants
can duck oui of the camera s eve For an hour each day.

Politiciang and officials, including Genmanys imerior
mindgter, have crticised the programime as olfonding
human  dignity. Bt fhe  chaimman of  the media
commissioners, Woll-Theter Ring, said that regulators
aaw a risk of curailing free speach guaraniees.

Authorized news
website in China
Mine Chimese media companies are lawnching the
countrys fisl uthorised mews wehsite, 21 Dragon Mews

Motwerk. The site, 2 IDNN for hort, will update news 24

hours a day and will get up bureaus around the world.
The website s e only Interned company in China
leenmed to release news. These i3 a nuimber of Chiness
wichattes that provide news without authorisation, b
Clinese offieials have wamed that the government plans
to clamg down on Infermed news medss companies and
prat therm under the supervision of censoeship authorities.

The highly secretive govemment issued regulations
last monih to preventclassified mformation from leaking
on e dhe web and warned all Inbernet sites fo only carry
news previously published by state media.

Special fares
by Lufthansa
for the conference

All CIRCOM Regional members and
others interested to attend the May CR con-
ference in Potsdam should contact their lo-
cal Lufthansa-office and give to the LH
staff the c¢code number
GGAIRLHKONG.600 to get special fares,

Lufthansa, the national airline of Ger-
many, offers a comprehensive global net-
work of flights linking Berlin with most
major cities throughout the world.



Sad and defeating is the situation in Serbia

The summary of media state in Serbia for the first three
months of the year 2000 is very sad and defeating, but more so
for actual government than for independent media. Despite
enormous damage done to independent media by intensified
regime persecution, the strength of pressure imposed on inde-
pendent and opposition media revealed regime s growing fear

of publicly spoken truth. The case list of repression is,
unfortunately, very long and methods used brutal and di-
verse. They vary from aggressive staterments and threats
from highest state officials to theft of eguipment, applica-
tion of repressive legislation and abuse of judiciary. In this
period the following methods were predominant:

1. Application of the Public Information Act
For the first three months of this year, 7

media houses were fined for vielating the
Public Information Act, the most répressive
media law i Ewrope: Nedeljne novine,
Mezavisna svetlost, Nin, Vecernje nowvaosti,
Danas, Srpska rec and TV Studio B. This
Act enables media punishing with high fines
for arhitrarily defined offences. According to
this Act, the w hole procedure from the mo-
ment the court summoen 1s received must be
finished in 24 hours. The same applies to
the pavment of fines mcurred: they have to
be paid in 24 hours, also. The application of
this Act brought printing shop ABC Girafika,
the only prvately owned pronting shop
equipped for printing newspapers in Bel-
grade, to bankruptey proceedings at the end
of Janvary. It printed several mdependent
newspapers: daily Glas javnosti, and weekly
Min and Vreme. Dunng last autumn s oppo-
sition rallies in Serbia, ABC Grafika printed
daily bulletin of Alliance for change, the or-
panizer of protests, ABC Crmafika  was
charged for wviolation of Public Information
Act for printing the bulletin, and the total
sum of the fines mcurmed amounted more
than 4 million dinars (arownd 200000, -
D). At the end of January bankmptey pro-
ceedings were imposed. ABC Grafika sug-
pested to its creditors to come to a seftle-
ment and creditors accepted the proposal,
but the settlement was refused. The bank-
ruptcy administrator came to ABC Grafika
premizes accompanied by armed workers of
private agency for protection, In the dayvs to
follow, they even fired puns above heads of
ABC Grafika workers. Soon all 284 employ-
ees were fired, which in the country where
to have a job s privilepe, means literally
hunger for their families, The example of
ABC Grafika shows the ultimate aim of the
Act: to muin financially undesirable media
through fines incurred until complete clo-
sure and sezure of their property. Independ-
ent newspapers are free to choose among
state controlled printing shops.
2. Theft of equipment

Robbers visited premises of daily paper
Blic in Kmgujevac and also part of the
eguipment was stolen from Novine Vran-
jske. This period has been marked by two
cases of transmitting equipment theft be-
longing to Belgrade opposttion TV station
station Studio B. First of all, in the middle
of January, strange thieves took from Studio
B transmitter on Kosmaj the part of equip-
ment  that cot the program for 2 million of
viewens n central part of Serbia, At the
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same time, they left thl: equipment 'I.l.]'.ll:!rﬁl:
theft would not cut the program, but could
much easier be sold, At the beginning of
March even more bizarre incident oceurred.
Group of  thieves, wearing Serbian police
camouflage uniforms, broke in Studic B
transmitter on Torlak in Belgrade. They
broke part of equipment and took part of
with the. Two workers of Studio B were se-
verely beaten. Those responsible for the
above actions have never been found. Studio
B s Belgmade city TV under the control of
Serbian Renswal Movement and the only
opposition TV that can be seen in Belgrade.
In accordance with agreements made by Ser-
bian opposition parties, Studic B
openedits program for other opposition par-
ties, and it also broadcasts regularly pro-
grams made by independent producers, such
as VIN, ANEM, TV Mreza and others, Be-
side many months of disruption of their
broadeasts, thefts of expensive equipment
and charges for the violation of the Public
Information Act, in this period Studio B was
faced with frequency charges also, which
will be referred to later in the text.
iThe thetoric of hatred

The statement made at the end of last
year by Yugoslav Left (party led by Mim
Markovic) that Yuposlavia needed a deco n-
tamination of the media and jounalists was
followed by more and more numerous ag-
gressive statements and threats to independ-
ent media by the senor state officials. Rep-
resentatives  of independent  grew  accus-
tomed to be referred to as trators, NATO
spies and mercenanes, and vocabulary

used resembles very much to that used dur-
g Stalin s dictatorshap in the thirties,

The situation culminated after the murder of
Yugoslav Minister of Defense, Pavle Bulato-
vic, when WVaojislay Sesel), the leader of
Badical Party and vice-president of Serbian
povernment, accussd joumalsts of  inde-
pendent media fo be accomplices of this
murder, and threatened them with physical
liguidation. This kind of threat has to be
taken into account in Serbia very seriously,
and still unsolved murder of journalist and
owner of two  independent  newspapers,
Slavke Curuvija, 5 spreading its  tragic
shadow on new calls for lynch of independ-
ent journalists.

The end of February was marked by the
case  of  WVecernje novosti o takeover.
Populist daily paper with the greatest ci -
culation in the country was taken by the
Federal public company Borba. The main
rehearsal for this takeover happened in MNo-
vember 1998, when Borba, through the de-
cree issued by Federal government, swal-
lowed 11 companies. (More or less similar
methods were applied to newspaper Masa
borba, Radio B92, and even big pharmaceu-
tical company [CN Galembka), This takeover
is unconstitutional and illegal, and in most
of the cases the Commercial Court in charge
denied already formalized privatization, By
this takeover Vecemje novosti got new man-
agement and ngwl censorship, and Federal
public company Borba daily paper with the
biggest circulation in the country and s
property.



Media repression

March brought aggressive attack on the part
of the Federal Minstry of Telecommunications
towards independent electronic media, in accor-
dance with the promise gave by Federal Minister
Ivan Markovie (senior official of JUL), that in
the year 2000, order would finally be estab-
lishedd  within  the realm of frequencies .
Telecommunications regulations were already
frequently used by the regime whensver it
wanted to cover purely political rea sons (for
banning media) with techmieal ones. Federal
Mimistry of Telecommunications announced 2
competition for the assignment of frequencies in
February 1998, wsing this opportunity to reject
stations of its choiee.

Number of stafions gob necessary permissions
and rejected stations sent required  additional
documentation and continued to broadease the
program walting for an answer to their applica-
tion Mimstry did not find it necessary to answer
for two years, tolerating their practically illegal
status, and wated for the nght moment to {nis)
use the situation.

That moment evidently came m March,
when in the penod of only several davs follow-
ing electronic media houses were hanned, their
squipment carned awsy: RTY Pozepa, Radio
Tir and TV MNemarga from Cuprija, Radio Bum
0% from Pozarevac, Belgrade Radio Golf, TV
Pirot and TV Kraljevo. Transmitters of TV Pirot
and TV Kraljevo were opened by force, without
prior announcement, and the eguipment taken
away, only sheet of paper was left with the sig-
nature of Federal Inspector for Telecommunica-
tions, Except for Radio T and Radio Golf, that
did not have news program, all other banned sta-
tions had their own news program, cntical to the
regrime.

At the same time Federal Minster announced
that more than 200 radio and T% stabions in Ser-
bia owe more than 120 million dinars (around &
mullicn DM} for frequency charges and that they
have to pay until March 31" Frequency charges
have to be paud by evervbody: stations having
necessary licenses | those who dont and also
stattons that have ther Leenses from an earlier
peniod. The latter are so called city radio and TV
stattons that pot their ieenses and frequencies in
the period before opposiion came into power on
local elections i 199, That 15 the case of Stu-
dicv B and majonty of city TV stations in Serhia
Ministry demanded from Studio B to pay the
amount of almost 11 mullion dmars {around
000000 .-DM) for frequency charges for the pe-
nod of bao years. City povernment decided to
pay, lenorng oregularity and dllegality of the
whale procedure, not wanting to nsk the closure
of the anly opposition TV in Belgrade.

In the moment when it seemed that all inde-
pendent  electronie media i Serbaa will be
banned and their equipment caried away to

SONY.

unknown destimation , massive street pro-
tests occurred in the cines in which media
were banned. Those street demonstrations
sent clear message to the regime thar closure
of local media will not be calmly tolerated.
Young and ambitious, ity TV stations in
number of Serbian cities are important naot
only because they managed to gain the confi-
denee of thewr viewers, but in some regions
they are the only alternative to state TV RTS,
a5 15 the case in Pirot,

Faced with the massive protests in nume-
ber of cites, Minsiey suspended the offen-
sive for the moment, accepted the payment
from TV Kmaljeve for frequency charges,
agresd to return the equipment, and TV Kral-
jevo will start working agan very soon.
Other banned media also do not agres with
the situation and are resolute to start working
agam as soon as possible. To be contin-

ued as the representanve of TV Pirot
s,
Conclusion

The above division of methods of re-
pression used by Serbian regime was made
only for purposes of clarnfying the subject
thoroughly and making the survey sasier o
follow. The point of all methods wsed is
purs msuse of foree, only sometimes it ap-
peared in its naked, row form, and some-
times it is coversd with transparent veils
of legal regulstions. The cases of repres-
sion described are just the most character-
istic and the most important ones, [t is al-
most impossible to gquote all cases of re-
pression in this period, becanse it was
marked by synchromzed attacks on inde-
pendent media with full force and with all
accessible means.

The events followed each other so dra-
matically, that in one moment it looked not
only that the regime 15 preparing itself for
the local elections, but for something to-
tally different, also.

Strong and decisive street protests sue-
ceeded in stopping for the moment the
wave of repression, As for the latter, no-
body has any doubts that the same saving
may be applied To be continued . If
you try and imagine the application of
similar methods on all other sepments of
social hife in Serbia, you will maybe be
able to understand the depths of cnses of
Serbian society and the trapic position of
its citizens,

Ljiljana Breberina
Belprade
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Around Europe

Festivals,

Workshops
and More

May

10-14: 3rd Meeting of Balkan TV Presidents!
Cieneral Directors (Antalva, Turkey)
11-12:  Interactive TV Advertising
Europe (Paris)

14-17: Ind Int] Contest of Young Singers
Mladi Upi -The Young Hopes (Radenei, 51 o-
vienial

17-18: 3rd annual Int | conference on Mews
Technology  (Mayfair Intercontinental Hotel,
Londan)

30 May-2 June: CIRCOM Regional Confer-
ence { Potsdam)

June

1-5: Warld Television Forum (Montrewsx )

2-6¢ BCO International TV Festival:Ecology-
Culture { Ohridy

A7 3Tth Int | Television Festival Golden Pra-
pue (Prague)

2000-

28 June-2 Jublv: Atlantic Television Festival-

MAT 2000 (Sao Miguel, Azores),

4-8: Le Rendez-Vous 2000. French TV
Scresnings {Saint-Tropez).

8-12: Widesereen Festival { Amsterdam)
October

3-T: 11th Rassegna Internazionale del Cinema
Archeologico (Rovereto, Italy)

Circom Report

The "CIRCOM Report” 2 a monthly publication of
CIRCOM Regional, the Buropean Asaociation of Pub-
lic Regional TV Stations - available oo the CR Inder-
net site and coming to R member stations and per-
gonne] gither theoweh E-mail or as an A-4 size prined
newsletter, through the CR General Secretarat from
Ljubljana. The Franch version of te CTRCOM Report
iz conceived and published by the Strasbourg Secretar-
b with support feom the Regrion Alace, the Consedl
Gieneral du Bas-Rhin and the City of Steashourg,

Director of publications i3 Masie-Faule Urban, CR
Depuiy  Secrefary Gemeral (Strasbourg). Editor iz
Lefiy Bomgalides, member of the CR Execwive Com-
muittee (Thessalondi). The *CIRCOM  Repor® is
plamsed and edited m ERT 35, Thessaloniki, Greece.
Phoma {3031) 200611610 fax (3031) 200 655, E-
mail @ ert3phicompadink o

All miermber glations are conswdered a8 potential con-
tributors for this publication, with storees aboul new
and innevative pdeas, co-productions, exclanges, mod-
ern technologies, eic. Especially welcome are short
gtories and one-liness.
=5y and Eulelsat are the offickal CTROOM Re-
glonal sponsors




CR Ex. Committee meeting held on the web

The second CTRCOM Regional Executive Commil-
tee meeting held on Maseh 201 through the special CR
chatroom created on the Internet proved ab least bwo
things: fs money and time saver and also an immedi-
ale and elfective way of communication. Prosant were
Rewmar Allerdt, Boris Bergant, Mare-Paule Urban,

Barbara  Lewandowska, Sergei  Frofeev, Rool
Dhjkhudz, Lefity Bongalides and Rick Tomgpaon. Here
are the mimnes of te mesiing as summarized by
Marjana Bupnik:

* The mimes of the EC mesting i Brossels held on
February 21, 2000 were approved without furber
rarmarks,

* Horis Bergant informed the members that the 1SPO
now finally confinmed i funds for the 9% and 2000
Priz CR category: in addition it offered some funds
foe future projects, whach have to be discussed i the
Potadarm conlerence. This discussion peeds 1o be
inbegrated wnie the conference programume within ihe
framework of the already existing workshops.As far
as the funding of conference panicipation for people

Money and time
saver chatroom

from SEE and EE countries iz concerned, the
decizicn was taken that it be co-ordinated by the
Gieneral Secretariat in Ljublpana upon seceipt of a
final list of sporsors, All national co-ordinatoss
will be mnformed about this pessibility by Apeil 15,
20006 and will be requested 1o name some pelevant

names to be dnvited (and covered the costs of

accommodation andfor wavel) o addidion 1o the
regular participants rom e member stations.

Mo decigions were faken in ihis regard. The
Secretary General informed the EC that Me. David
Lowen, dhe Prix co-ordinator worries aboul the
lowmumber of programmes submitbed so far, yol
experience from previeus years has shown thai

Rick Thorpaon seporbed that the arrangemens

fiog the Traindng Woekshop are mnning accerding
o plan. The feam of teainers and technical stadl is
complete. The ORB will provide airport iransgort
and a welcome receplion. For now, 33 applications
from Albanka, Moldova, Germany, Hungary,
Montemagro, Nethetands, Slovenia, Switzerland,
Croatia, Poland, Yugoalavia and the UK have been
subinitted. The Council of Furepe las submiited
their confribution of 7,600 Eusos and s confident
ihat CR will be able to get some additional funds
from their Stability Pact fund for the participanis
from SE Europe.
# The EC confirmed in Posdam the associate
member status foe some stations fbom Kesove and
Serbia, which are nod up to fulfil te financial
conditions  of fll membership.  The  present
members agreed that these azsociate meinbers ara
allowed to participate in the training workshop, as
wizll as to submin progeammes o the Prix.

programines ane usually submatied wery late.

The 7" Co.Pe.A.M.
annual conference
in Casablanca

The Permanent Conberence of the Medilermnean Audio-
wizual Operaiors (Co.Ped M) organizes the T adibon of it
amnual conference m Casshlanca, Apnl 25-29, al the imvitasan
of IM, Morocoo TV Channel. This year s mectmg has o par-
bcalar sigmificanoe. [t mast be able 1o provade the opporiuuty
o ingrocluce @ mumsher of proposals amd sctioes tat are sup-
posad ta be concretely dynamac and credible, m o arder o Eave
e Mediermnean Audo-visml Indusiry placed a1 the kovel 1t
deserves, Ax the organizers unlerlime The phenomeson of
globalization of the Media and commemication mduestries is
Indusiry. msombed wathin the Euro-Meditemanean Pafnership,
can and ought to play an important rde in spremsding comman
cultures and slenbtics.

Int | Festival
of archaelogical
Film in Rovereto

The Museo Crvice of Boverele, m conjunctem with the maga-
wine Archenlogia Viva organises the X[ Imternatiosal Festival
of Armchadogical Film, winch this year wall take place October 3=
T. The parcipatson in the X1 Fesbival i open ko amy film i the
fields of archaesiopical, astencal, palethnological and anthropo-
legacal research mmd w0 any documentary asmed at preservang and
vilmng e culiuml hentage. Because ol the mereasng number
of participamts, a selection of e films o be gown dunng the
Festival will be necessary.  Anyway, all the works will be hsted
im the museum dalndhank. The Festival, im cosqunctson with the
magarme  Archeologm Viva, ase promales and valees the
documentanes through a vanety of coltural, sreniibic and edeca:
tenal evenis. Al films selected lor Rassegna cam recerve the
mward Citta di Rovereto - Archesloga Viva given by the publac
o the most apprecioled Glm.  Thas year the mam theme of the
Festival wall be: Ongan and developmeent of e European ou
tare amed civalizotion , but this doss mot exchide the participation
of works on different subpects. Interesied parties should bear m
mand the fallowimg pomis
L. Zend the entry fomm, compleiely filled ing wath o shoeat
synopsis ol the Glm.
L Enclose a YHE of the film
i Enclose (if (ke film is pat [alan) the complete film text
(mcludimg mierviews, dinlogues elc. ) correspondmg to the
VHS amsette, prefembly i Englsh or in Jtalion or, if dhis
would not ke possble, im the cnginal langunps
4. Send at lenst three phodos, fmmes or shdes conceming the
dacumentary
The entry lorm and the eeclosed matenial have 1o amive at the
Museum by May B to emable crgamrrers to selact the waorks far
the Festival amd to publish a catalogwe. The paricipation n the
Film Festival imphes understonding amd agreement of all the
regulabans. Afler the selection, the llms have o be sent i the
Museum m ane af the professiomal fommals (Betacam, Beincam
5P, Stancand PAL)Y

v ey | <
The Balkan Pegasus
award goes to ERT 3

Gireece 3 ERT3 was the recipient of the Pegasus  award, for the best TV program of the Balkan
TV Magazine series in 1999, The award goes to the program ATDS in the world: after the hurricase
written aind narrated by Kostas Taarouhas, which was alao tomed info ten 45 - minute episodes covering
the tzsue, in detail, around the world. The prze 42 a creation of the Bulgarian sculpior Ivan Kolinsky.
The annual award goes to the best of more than 70 programs peoposed by e participaiing publie TV
stations of Bulgara, Romania, Moldova, Turkey, Serbia, FYRO Macedonia, Albania, Montene gro and
Gireece. The Pegasus awand ceremony was part of the 38% meeting of the  Balkan TV Magazine
member stations held i Tirana, March 14-15, at the wvitation of TVSH. Present were the
representatives of Romania (Corina Coama), Bulgada (Ressika Radotkova), FYRO Macedonia
{Balin Lozanowsky), Albania (Engel Mdocaj and Mira Slaserigi) and Greece |Lefiy Kongalides and
Petros Yianatzia). Moo present members were TV atations of Moldewa, Turkey and Serbia. RTSH
General Eduard Mam and Director of the Albanian TV Tir Resnga met with their gueats, who were alzo
webcomed af the City Hall by Tirana 8 mayor Albert Brogka. Mext meeting of the Balkan TW
Magazine members will be held in Antalya, Turkey, May 10-14.

Amsterdam hosts the 6™
Int1 Widescreen Festival

The 6% Int | Widescreen Festival Le Nombee d Or  will be held in Amsterdam, September 812, ag
part of TRC 2000, Popular, quality programs, shot in widesersen formats ane promoted by the Festival,
Wiih the advent of DV and the continuing evelution m HD, widescreen has becomse the new format
ol televizgion. The festival is open to all genses of programs shot in standard definition (325 or 623)
widescrean or in High Definition (all formats) and iz also open to programs shot on Super 16 and 35
mm Al Formats, Programs are enly screened on video however, TRC, the Intemationssl Broadeasting
Convention, is the world 8 leading electronic media event, The exhibition asd conference mow atiraet
cvier 3R.000 visitors and T exhibitors from 120 counines. Deadline for nomdnations i Friday 19
May. Deadline for submigzion of Festival Sercening Tape: Monday 31 July. The awards will be pre-
sented on the evening of Sunday 10 Septernbes. Entry forms may be downdoaded from wwow ibeorg



	Local Disk
	CIRCOM REPORT - April 2000 




