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Digital technology-Successful programs-Regional interactivity

Three topics are the main focus
for the 2001 CR conference in Porto

Chaired by Djalme Neves of PTP Porto, Portugal the organizing committee of the
2001 CR conference had a meeting in Opatija, Coratia, September 15. Present mem-

bers were: Zoran Medved, Olivier Brumeot, Tim Johnson,

Reimar Allerdt, Marie-

Paule Urban, Lefty Kongalides and Boris Bergant.

The organising team agreed in an initial dis-
cussion on some basic standpoints to be fol-
lowed when setting up the conference schedul e:
- topics have to be selected carefully and be of
high relevance
- a good balance between practical maters and
discussion of ideas has to be found
- pictures and examples have to be an essential
part of conference sessions
- the Prix CR as one of the main assets of CR
will be devoted one whole day (discussions,
screenings)

- the training workshop participants are regular
conference participants and shall therefore en-
joy and participate the socia part of the confer-
ence as well

- diplomas to the trainees shall therefore be
handed out the last day of the conference - dur-
ing the actual closing session

In a thorough discussion, the organising
committee agreed to focus on the following top-
ics which reflect issues of relevance to broad-
casting:

- the PRIX CIRCOM Regional

Responsible organiser: David Lowen

- Digital (How does digital technology influ-
ence and change the work of the producer or
the journalist? Do the practices we have differ?
Practical examples of what our stations really
do / digital equipment they use; interactive
TV; experience of transmitting picture, sound,
etc). Responsible organiser: Tim Johnson
(tijo@tvsyd.dk)

- Successful, Fresh Regional Programmes
and Formats (Examples of new, exciting, in-
novative regional programmes (Why, what is
the idea behind it?) providing examples for
other members to be copied) Responsible or-
ganiser: Olivier Brumelot (olivier.
brumel ot @exchange.france3.fr)

- How do we stay in touch with our local
audience/environment? (Regional TV stations

as a brand name inside a local community or a
region /examples (cartoons in local diaect, an-

swering servicesin local dialect, ...). Respon-
sible organiser: Zoran Medved (zoran.
medved@rtvslo.si)

Furthermore, the conference needs to leave
time to discuss the training seminr (trainees
presenting their report in plenary, including
discussion on further seminars ) and the co-
productions workshops (the Committee felt it
essential to give the participants more time for
amore profound discussion of co-pro projects).

Away from the contents of the conference,
hotel bookings stands, as well as the draft so-
cia programme. The training workshop before
the conference will be held in a less expensive
hotel, yet the trainees will join the conference
at the first day.

As far as the training workshop in Porto is
concerned, Sony confirmed its support.

In paralel to the conference, exhibition
stands of CR sponsors shall be set up in the ho-
tel 1obby, as well as potential happy hour spon-
sors shall be pursued.

The idea of an art exhibition proved to be
too demanding and was therefore dropped,
whereas the CR poster exhibition will be kept
as an consisting art of the conference.

Mr. Lefty Kongalides (pr@ert3.gr) will
through the Circom Report keep the member-
ship up-to-date about the evolvement and call
upon them for ideas and proposals, as well as
remind them about details to be considered
(like the required early booking of flights, etc.)
The deadline for submitting conference propos-
als (to responsible organisers or the General
Secretariat) was set for November 1, 2000.

The next full meeting of the Organising
Committee shall be held in Porto on November
24, 2000 (the EC sitting on November 24 and
the EB on November 25, 2000).

The Porto CR

conference
dates in June

The CR annua conference dates, in
Porto, Portugal, next June have been de-
cided by the Executive Committee and will
be as follows:
¢ Executive Committee meeting: June 19
¢ European Board meeting: June 20
¢ Conference dates: June 21-23

The price of hotel accommodation will
amount to about 100 Euro (breakfast in-
cluded). Meals will most probably be spon-
sored.

Delegates will stay at the Sheraton and the
Meridien Hotels.

The CR training seminars will last from
June 11 to June 24 (departure day).

Next year's MAT festival, usually held in
Azores, will take place in Porto, June 18-20.

Early reservations
for Porto required

The earlier CR members reserve their
flights for next years CR conference in Porto
the better it is. Although Porto’s airport is
well connected with the rest of Europe, it
should be underlined that the conference
dates (June 21-24) coincide with the start of
the peak summer season.

Photos from Potsdam
conference needed

CR's Deputy Genera Secretary Marie-
Paule Urban urgently need 5 photos (not by
e-mail) from the Potsdam conference to be
used for the Porto exhibition, next June.
Please send the photos to Mrs Urban, France
3, Alsace, Place de Bordeaux, 670005 Stras-
bourg.
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CR National Co-ordinators:
the top ten priorities

CR’s Peter Zimmerman a couple of years ago wrote
about the task of a national co-ordinator, which describes
completely and accurately thisrole.

Zimmerman writes “CIRCOM Regional has gained a
Europe-wide reputation - and more than 400 public re-
gional stations as members of the organisation - because
it offers so much more than the corporate representation
of regional and local television on an international level.
The most valuable service CIRCOM Regiona can pro-
vide, is helping regional broadcasters to save funds by
sharing professional know-how and production capacities
for the common benefit. For the majority of public TV
companies in Europe, cooperation with partners has be-
come amust for survival.

CIRCOM Regional’s contribution to this aim is its
network of national co-ordinators. They represent the
backbone of the organisation, the link between the pro-
ducer from the small regional station somewhere in
Europe and the central offices of CIRCOM Regional, and
perhaps foreign partners of common projects. The per-
sonal efforts made by the national co-ordinators keep
CIRCOM Regiona alive and guarantee its success. The
10 essential functions exercised by the national co-
ordinators are:

1. PROMOTING CIRCOM REGIONAL IN YOUR
OWN ORGANISATION

The management of your company must be informed
about all activities. Moreover, it is necessary to extend
thisinformation to all heads of departments which may be
involved.

If your organisation represents more than one regional
station, you will have even more tasks to perform: all sta-
tions have to be included in the distribution of informa-
tion and be encouraged to make use of it. This can only be
secured if you find reliable co-operators in every one of
those stations. Y ou have to be prepared to give them the
freedom to work independently.

Important: CIRCOM Regional’s activities are not limited
to regional programming. They can also serve as a contri-
bution to nation-wide programmes!

2. THE DIRECTORY

All records in this handbook must be correct and im-
mediately updated in the case of changes. The rdiability
of the directory is essential for all activities.

3. CO-PRODUCTION

This sector may be a means of saving money for your
company. Y ou can serve this purposein two ways:

a) encouraging co-production proposals by the stations
bel onging to your organisation;

b) moativating colleagues to participate in projects stem-
ming from CIRCOM members abroad.

4. ANNUAL CONFERENCE

This is the most important event during the year. Y ou
should encourage as many participants from your station
as possible. You are expected to propose topics for dis-
cussions and workshops which are of special interest to

your country and CIRCOM Regional as a whole. This should
be done at least 6 months before the date of the conference.
Perhaps you can even find someone to lead and organise the
debates and workshops.
5. PRIX CIRCOM REGIONAL

Try to ensure a broad participation of programmes from
the stations of your country. This will give them the right to
use the winners of this contest in their own programming.
Furthermore, your company has the opportunity to participate
in thejuries of PRIX CIRCOM Regional.
6. EUROPEAN SATELLITE PROGRAMME

All CIRCOM Regiona members are invited to use the
satdllite of the European Commission in Brussels to transmit
programmes (free of rights). The CR PROJECT BUREAU in
Munich, Germany, handles this activity.
7. TRAINING COURSES

Graham IRONSIDE (address in the Directory) organises
professional instruction mainly for younger colleagues. Com-
panies in Eastern Europe can benefit from special funds given
to CIRCOM Regional by the European Commission.
8. ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP FEES

It is part of the responsibility of the national co-ordinator
to monitor payment. Partner: Secretariat CIRCOM Regional,
Ljubljana- SLOVENIA.
9. PUBLICATION CONTACTS

Good contacts with the local and national press are always
helpful. Similar relations should be established with the po-
litical authorities of your region. In terms of internal commu-
nication, the Deputy General in Strasbourg, France, relies on
receiving information from the national co-ordinators about
developments in their countries for the quarterly CIRCOM
newsl etter.
10. CIRCOM REGIONAL EVENTSIN YOUR COUN-
TRY

The best means of promoting CIRCOM Regiona is to
have an official meeting in your area. This may serve both as
publicity for your company and an opportunity to find spon-
sors for the organisation. Since the Annual Conference is
quite a large (and costly) event, there are also other options:
the European Board meeting, the Jury Session of PRIX CIR-
COM Regional, the EUROMUSICA Concert or a smaller
meeting of the Executive Committee. Arrangements should
be made well ahead of time (about 18 months) with the Sec-
retary General.
“The task of a national co-ordinator is more than just a cen-
tralising function. It requires a willingness to contribute to the
well-being of the organisation as a whole and serve the indi-
vidual interests of colleagues from other departments and
even outside your own company. Being a national co-
ordinator also means sacrificing some of your spare time.
During the past years, numerous colleagues from all over
Europe have done this job. CIRCOM Regiona owes its suc-
cess to them all. It is through their achievements that CR has
grown to become an effective and internationally respected
organisation.”



N need of awebmaster

Participants of 16 countries from all over Europe pre-
sented 22 co-productions, during the last CIRCOM Re-
gional Conference.

Therewas vivid interest in the following proposals:

“Euro-Jobs’ presented by France 3, Normandie and
Tele-Bruxdlles. It'sa series of short films explaining
the social and working conditions for people looking
for ajob all over Europe.

- “City-Folk” presented by ORF, yet running for 4
years with seven partners, but open to new partici-
pants. “City-Folk” presents “strong faces’, person-
alities from all levels of urban society, chosen irre-
spective the color of their skin or their country of ori-
gin. This multi-cultural programme achieves very
high rates, ie in the Netherlands 20% at prime-time.
There were five new partners interested.

- “Minorities-The wealth of Europe & the Roots’, pre-
sented by CIRCOM & EEBA & Institute for Ethnic
Studies. Five new partners were interested to partici-
patein this very well known co-production

- “Euroland I1”, presented by RAI and the Mediterra-
nean Women Journalists Network.

- For thefirst time “Euroland” travelled through West-
ern Europe by boat to show the daily life and the fe-
male impact on European structures and politics.
The second part of this co-production will present the
eastern countries which will enter the EU.

Other proposals and new devel opments:

“Modern Europe’, presented by Center TV Moscow.
A series will show how difficult it was - and is - for
the western countries to build the European Union
and why they achieved it anyway. Center TV isvery
much interested to profit from the enormous archives
existing related to the history of the EU and Euro-
pean topics as social problems, agriculture, migra-
tion, ethnic conflicts and so on.

- “Alice’, thisvery well known magazine changes pro-
file. In the futureit will be a 27 minutes documen-
tary about European artists.

From the European Parliament, Audiovisual Division,
Mrs. Kirsten Tingstedt informs; CIRCOM - members are
invited to use the technical facilities of the European Par-
liament and the financial co-production aids destined to

films about parliament topics or members of the EP.

Madame Cauchie, DG 10 of the council of Europe,

says:
- Financial support will be more complicated to achieve.

The central budget of DG 10 will be reparted to cover
special topics. So you have to address the interested
press officers, for example of the DG of Environment
or Consumers €etc.

Next year there will be the Media-Plus Programme, -
thisis the good news - more financial support for in-
dependent producers linked with regional stations.

Waysfor contracts

The idea is to develop a common form for al CIRCOM
members and for different types of co-production.

There were three principal suggestions to start in this
fidd:

Could CIRCOM ingtall a consulting service for legal
guestions?

To think about a solution for the contracts with inde-
pendent producers, involved in co-production be-
tween regional stations.

Who pays for their rights? Would the head station of
aproject pay it for all the others? Thisis the German
ARD modd, but not very practicable on the Euro-
pean level. So, everyone has to pay the rights, even
if itisaso-called “cost freg’ production.

One solution may be that the participants of a co-
production decide together which independent pro-
ducer they will employ and fix and repart the copy-
right costsin advance.

To discuss these questions on the web-side.  All of us
know how much work it means to do it properly. So
nobody dared to enregister himself as a webmaster
spontaneoudly.

SUSANNE STERZENBACH, SWR



50 years. European
Broadcasting Union

The EBU has a new President,
V50

Arne Wessberg from Finland, Boris

Bergant again elected Vice-President.

CR’s sister organisation EBU

(European Broadcasting Union) is this

year celebrating 50 years of its EBU-UER
existence. The organisation, the
biggest and oldest broadcasting union
in the world and a constant sponsor
and collaborator of Circom Regional,
is well known through its Eurovision
and Euroradio. The EBU unites 69
active broadcasting organisations from
50 states and 48 associate members
from 29 non-European states. The 51st
ordinary General Assembly was held
in Lucerne, Switzerland. The new
Presidency has been elected there.

After 18 years as President, Prof.
Albert Scharf, Intendant of the ARD
(Bayerischer Rundfunk, Munich) took
his leave. YLE's Arne Wessberg has
been elected the new President.
Furthermore, they have eected the new
Vice-Presidents. Boris Bergant from
RTV Sovenia and Secretary General of
Circom Regional was the only to be re-
elected as EBU Vice-President.

Awards for danger
zone freelancers

With three journalists killed in Sierra | £

Leone alone in the past few months-

Migud Gil Moreno de Mora for AP TV e

News, Kurt Schork for Reuters, and Sao-
mon Conteh of Gambia and more than
seventy journalists and cameramen so far

#
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this year-everyone salutes the bravery of .=«
those who work in war zones. L

Such journalists are honored in the
Rory Peck Awards which are open to all
freelance cameramen and camerawomen
in television newsgathering and docu-
mentaries. The winner of The Rory Peck
Award is chosen from two categories:
The Hard News Award and The Features
Award.

Closing date for entries is over but the
event will take place at the Barbican
Centre, London EC2 on 26 October
2000. Information can be obtained from
The Rory Peck Trust, 7 Southwick
Mews, London W2 1JG, UK. Td: +44
(0) 20 7262 5272 Fax: +44 (0) 20 7262
2162 E-mail: rptrpa@dial.pipex.com

The Rory Peck Trust exists to promote
the safety and security of freelance broad-
cast journalists around the world and to
help the dependants to those who are
killed or seriously injured in the course of
their work.

for London, Oct. 17

BCE 2000, the Broadband Communica-
tions Europe, will be held at the Olympia,
London, October 17-19.

The strategy conference programme is
strong with keynote speakers such as Flex-
tech/Telewest’s CEO Adam Singer, Kather-
ine Oliver, Bloomberg's Worldwide GM
Radio & TV, as well as Richard Callahan,
Chairman of Callahan, Chairman of Calla-
han Associates and many other senior
speakers from leading global players.

BCE 2000 runs along an exhibition of
hardware, software and content suppliers
from around the globe, with more than 180
companies demonstrating state of the art
technology.

Festival of Audiovisual
Programsin Biarritz

The 14" International Festival of Audio-
visua Programs (FIPA) will take place in
Biarritz, January 16-21. The festival was
created to recognize, honor and promote
exceptional work in the audiovisual media
and contribute to the development of the
audiovisual arts throughout the world in a
spirit of cooperation and exchange.

Six categories comprise the competition:
1) drama, 2) series and serials, 3) creative
documentaries, 4) reportage and current
affairs, 5) performing arts, 6) short pro-

grams.
Deadline for the submission of tapes is
November 18. Internet: www.fipatm.fr

E-mail: info@fipa.tm.fr

The 6" Forum for News
Executivesin Barcelona

News World, the 6" globa forum for
the convergent news industry, is to be held
in Fra Palace Hotel, Barcelona, November
14-17.

Each year more than 500 senior news
executives discuss how they bring the
world to the world. The event examines
the ethics, business and technology of

~ _ news. The conference will aso focus on
3 the latest developments in Broadband, the

r‘

| casting, Business and Financia News,

coverage of Africa, Public Service Broad-

Newsroom digitalization and implementa
tion, The perils of field journalism, Broad-
cast vs Internet based news, Low cost news
production and distribution, Multi-skilling,

‘ The changing face of Current Affairs,

Newsroom technology. www.newsworld.

B o0 Lk

Perspective in France

The 9" European Video Perspective is
to be held in Arles, France, November 29-
December 1, by PEVE, a not-for-profit
company set up by the Int'l Video Federa-
tion chairman Jean-Paul Commin and Jean-
Marie Beauloye. Supported by the Euro-
pean Commission's MEDIA programme,
the event has also backing by the Centre
Nationd de la Cinematographie (CNC), the
Int'l Video Federation, the French video
industry association (SEV) and the city of
Arles.

The programme of the conference in-
cludes three studies specially commissioned
from research and consultancy company
Screen Digest: 1) DVD Cross-Border Dis-
tribution, 2) Video-on-Demand in Europe,
3) The connected DVD: an assessment of
the future market for Web DVD. E-
mail: transfair@skynet.be



Europe by Satellite:
direct broadcasting
In eleven languages

What is “Europe by Satellite” whose services have been
so helpful in promoting CIRCOM Regional’s programs
coproductions? The answer is given by Diederick Bangert,
editor-in-chief of “Europe by Satellite” (EBS):

- EBS is an initiative of the press, communication,
audiovisual production and studios service of the
European Commission.

- Our mission is both to meet the increasing demand
for audio-visual material placed on the EU by exist-
ing channels (current affairs service, topic based :
programmes, magazines etc.) and by new channels o, - . T a-_ﬂéu.,
(private, regional, local or specialist such as the ; AR -
growing number of parliamentary channels). i .

- EBS is a service that complements the activities of
the general television agencies that distribute the
uncut images and the broadcasting agencies that
transmit the finished programmes directly to the
audience.

- EBS targets radio stations and television channels
providing them with relevant images for their pro-
grammes relating to Europe, but does not intervene
in their programming choices.

- We offer direct broadcasting in eleven languages
covering major events and with interactive briefing
Sessions.

- We also offer uncut images with their original sound
relating to the news, current affairs as well as ar-
chived images.

- We have complete finished programmesin all possi-
ble languages, such as institutional films and Euro-
pean exchanges that are produced by the broadcast-
ing agencies.

- We provide teletext (television programme, list of
plans and scripts, current affairs, calendars, general
information).

- The two major advantages of EBS are as follows: it
isan inter-institutional information instrument (each
institution has access to real time information relat-
ing to developments within the other EU institu-
tions, in particular by way of press conferences) and
it allows dialogue for interactive briefing sessions
(telephone questions, immediate responses in the
studio, broadcasting in the original language with
interpreting etc). S ’ :

- The services offered by EBS are free of charge and - TEIE I'EH'

are not subject to any right of usage for information

iy S22

1
Eurcpe by Satelliite

and educational purposes. The only condition im- Main menu:
posed isthat of aCknO\Nlajglng the source. » EbS transpission schedulse oo

- EBS contributes to reducing the production costs of > Shotlists and scripbs Foo
radio stations and television channels in their cover- ¥ EU Institutions’ agendas - 400 y
age of European affairs through the free use of its * European Union nows J_f-'s /
images etc. This is of particular significance for » Background information *

less-well and smaller channels. ~ AN Nmes are CET (Brussals thme)
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First Turkish-Greek
TV documentary

The Turkish and the Greek Public TV Stations have decided to shoot a
documentary on their own history. The documentary titled “The cordial face
of the Aegean” will be based on the historical events of the 30's and 40's
which brought two nations together and created great friendship among

them. The common tastes, common

beliefs and common attitudes of the

Greeks and the Turks are going to be another issue to be evaluated in the

documentary.

Almost all of the people living in
both sides of Aegean, remember the
bitter memories of the past. Kids
grow up with the stories of atrocity
which even today shadow the daily
life. Days of remembrances are com-
memorated in solemn ceremonies of
the nations. Well-known redundant
stories tell the people about “how
cruel was the other nation”.

But if there is anything less-known
among the people is the fact that
Ataturk and Venizelos created a great
friendship among two nations just 8
years after the calamity of Greek Ana-
tolian Campaign which the documen-
tary will try to tell.

The fact that Turks and Greeks
have lived together for centuries af-
fected people, their attitude, ther
daily life, their taste, their music etc.
If a song becomes famous in Turkey it
immediately goes to the otherside of
the Aegean or vice versa. Wedll-
known actresses of Greeks definitely
become a goddess in Turkey. In 1963
a coup-d’'etat attempt was stopped by
the government forces in Turkey.
Front pages of newspapers were full
of the news about it. But in the same
front pages there were other reports
about the visit of Aliki Vuyuklaki a
famous Greek actress to Istanbul.

In 1999 the biggest earthquake hit
the industrial towns of the Marmara
region in Turkey. Greek evacuation
teams immediately were in the site.
Turks welcomed their “neighbour”s
help. After that the Turks rushed to
help in the Athens earthquake. That
humanistic approach among two na-
tions courage the paliticians to do the

same and let bygones to bygones to a
certain extent.

The documentary is aimed to
catch this opportunity and contribute
enhancing friendship between the
two sides of Aegean.

N

In shortly, this documentary will

make us remember “the full part of
the glass’ in relations of the two na-
tionsin a situation that everybody al-
ready knows its empty part.
Besides, “The Cordial Face of the
Aegean” the two episode co-
production documentary will be the
first in Greek and Turkish TV his-
tory.

RECEP GUVELIOGLU

Thai Cabinet bans
smoking on TV

Thai Cabinet government banned scenes of
people smoking on TV in an effort to keep
children from picking up the habit. The ban, to
be implemented by the Public Health Ministry
in coordination with local TV networks, will
apply to both local and international pro-
grammes. No starting date has yet been set.

Prime Minister Chuan Leekpai’s Cabinet
discussed the measure at its weekly meeting
and was aware the ban might contradict consti-
tutional guarantees of freedom of expression.
But protecting nation’s youngstersis an ade-
quate reason to legitimise the ban, said Pan
Peungsucharit, the deputy gov. spokesman.

New mobiles open
door to viruses

Computer viruses that infect mobile phones
could create even more havoc than the Love
Bug, industry experts said last week. Hackers
are thought to be developing malicious
programmes that target the new generation of
Internet-linked phones and pam-top
computers. Mobile phone viruses could record
conversations and forward them to others, store
and pass on phone numbers and generate large
telephone bills.

The danger will increase as mobiles
become more sophisticated and programmable.
The most common way for a virus to strike a
conventional PC is when it lurks inside an
attachment - a file such as a picture, piece of
text or music, which accompanies an e-mail.
When the attachment is opened, another
application is usually activated.

In the case of a Wap phone (wireless
application protocol), the viruses could dial
out, start recording software for personal
surveillance, or wipe out the contents of files.
Avi Ruben, a specialist in Internet security at
the AT&T laboratories in New Jersey, said
mobile phones would soon have many more
applications to make them easier to use

He said: "If somebody sends you a
telephone number by e-mail, you want to be
able to click on that number to dial it." Such an
application would open the way to the threat of
viruses. To defeat viruses, designers may be
forced to limit the programmability of devices
so that they are unable to run viruses.

Video shrinks
with MP4

What MP3 has done for music on the
Internet, MP4 might do for films.After the
software standard that compresses sound
files comes one that shrinks video files into a
more manageable size. Already pirated
versions of films prepared with the MP4, or
Mpeg-4 as it is known, software are turning
up on websites.

The MP4 standard was developed by the
Moving Picture Experts Group, the same
group that developed MP3. But a version
that can turn massive movie files into a
handier size has escaped on to the Internet
thanks to Microsoft. It developed the
software to compress and decompress video,
called a codec, to help the Windows Media
Player programme handle moving pictures
sent over the Internet.

Just like MP3, the MP4 standard strips
out the information that people will not miss
and only encodes the elements that change
from frame to frame of video. Microsoft has
now locked the codec software so it can only
be used with the Windows Media Player.
However, many websites are now offering
MP4 versions of popular films such as The
Wizard of Oz, Saving Private Ryan and The
Matrix.



Dub
Balticum Film

ovnik will

host the 2001
& TV Fegival

Croatia will be the venue for next year’s Balticum film and TV festival.
This was decided at a meeting in Dubrovnik with film professionals from
South Eastern Europe and some of the organizers from the Festival as par-

ticipants.

The new festival will be formed

after the same basic concept as the
Balticum Festival, including docu-
mentaries from both regions, a film
school programme, seminars for pro-
fessionals, selected programmes a fo-
rum, etc.
However, the films from the SEE and
the Baltic Region will participate in
separate competitions and the film
school programme will consist only
of documentaries.

Motivation for establishing the
new festival is to stimulate the co-
operation and contact between film
professional s within the SEE region

Nat’'| Co-ordinators
are also the
CR correspondents

CIRCOM Regional National Co-
ordinators should be reminded that
the CIRCOM Report is their own
publication. They are the corespon-
dents and their stories concerning the
TV dations (policies, co-productions,
exchanges, co-operation, changes,
etc.) is of interest to all readers
within the CR family and the TV
community around the world. Sto-
ries, reports, press releases and even
one liners should be sent until the
end of each month to Lefty Kon-
galides (ERT 3) in Thessaloniki,
Greece. The fax number is (+3031)
299655. E-mail: pr@ert3.gr

and likewise with professionals from
the rest of Europe-all in order to pro-
mote “a peaceful and stable develop-
ment in the region”.

The festival-which in Dubrovnik
will have a different name-will
change revue every second year be-
tween Dubrovnik and Gudhjem, Den-
mark. In 2002 will again return in
Bornholm, the Danish island in the
Baltic Sea, whereit has been held in
the past eleven years.

At the inaugural meeting of the
board members film professionals
from seven SEE countries and prov-
inces participated, although this num-
ber will increase to 13 SEE members.

Igor Korsic from Slovenia was
elected Chairman of the Board,
whereas Ivan Paic from Croatia was
appointed Director. The Danish rep-
resentative on the Board is present Di-
rector of the Balticum Festival Kim
Caspersen (phone +4570 20-2002/
www.bme.dk).

The Danish Foreign Ministry’s
FRESTA programme is expected to
cover about 1/3 of the funding, while
therest is ill subject to funding from
other sources.

Around Europe

Festivals,

Wor kshops
and More

October

16-22 : Sheffidd International Documentary

Festival www.sidf.co.uk Sheffied, U.K.

17-19 Broadband Communications

Europe. (National Hall Olympia, London)
www.broadband-convention.com

17-20 : Journadas Buenos Aires, Argentina

17-22 : Int'l Leipzig Festival of Documen-

tary and Animation www.dokfestival-leipzig.

de Leipzig, Germany

24-27 :  Columbus International Flm &

Video Festival www.chrisawards.org Wor-

thington, U.S.

24-26 : Doclands www.docos.com/doclands

Dublin Ireland

25-26 : Digital Broadcasting Technologies

(London) www.ibctelecoms.com/digtech

27 : IDA Awards www.documentary.org

Los Angeles,U.S.

28 Oct.-3 Nov.: 18" Int’| Festival Sport Mov-

ies & TV (Milan)

ficts@starlink.it

30 Oct.-1 Nov.: Broadband 2000 (Palais des

Congres, Paris) www.cabletoday.com/
broadband2000/register.htm

November

1-5: Festival Mondia de I' Image sous-

Marine (www.underwater-festival.com)

1-5 :  Northampton FIm Festival www.
hohofilm.org Northampton, U.S.

3-5: Rocky Mountain Women's film Festi-
val www.rmwfilmfest.org Colorado Springs,
u.s.

3-11: Margaret Mead Film & Video Festival
www.amnh.org/mead New York, U.S.

5-8: Sportel Monaco. 11" Int'| Sports Tele-
vision Convention (Monte Carlo, Monaco)
E-mail: vitcomusa@earthlink.net

6-9 : SATIS Sound and image technologies
exhibition (Paris Expo) http://satis.reed-oip.
com

Circom Report

The "CIRCOM Report" is a monthly publication
of CIRCOM Regional, the European Association
of Public Regional TV Stations - available on the
CR Internet site and coming to CR member sta-
tions and personnel either through E-mail or as an
A-4 size printed newdetter, through the CR Gen-
eral Secretariat from Ljubljana. The French ver-
son of the CIRCOM Report is conceived and
published by the Strasbourg Secretariat with sup-
port from the Region Alsace, the Conseil General
du Bas-Rhin and the City of Strasbourg.

Director of publications is Marie-Paule Urban,
CR Deputy Secretary General (Strasbourg). Edi-
tor is Lefty Kongalides, member of the CR Execu-
tive Committee (Thessaloniki). The "CIRCOM
Report" is planned and edited in ERT 3, Thessa-
loniki, Greece. Phone (3031) 299611-610 fax
(3031) 299 655. E-mail : pr@ert3.gr

All member stations are considered as potential
contributors for this publication, with stories
about new and innovative ideas, co-productions,
exchanges, modern technologies, etc. Especially
welcome are short storiesand one-liners.

Sony and Eutelsat are the official CIRCOM
Regional sponsors



Germany’s WRK gets Grand Prix
at Int’| Ethnic Festival in Krakow

The 4™ International Ethnic Film Festival “At Home” was held in Kra-

kow, Sept.26-30.Prizes went to the following programs:

Grand Prix “Korzeni€’ (“Roots’)-1500 zl-funded by the president of
Polish Television for the film:"Mein Herz zerreisst-Zwei bosnische
Fluchtlingsfamilien suchen eine neue Heimat”.Authors:Hermann Lo-
renz,Ledie Franke.Production:Westdeutscher Rundfunk Koln.Country:

Germany

Producer:Telewizja PolskaS.A.
Program 2,Warszawa.Country:
Poland. The jury of the Journal-
ism Workshop granted the awards
for the periodical programmes:
Special award-5000 zI-funded
by the president of Polish Tele-
vision for the film:

“Roma Magazin:Roma Holo-
caust” .Authors:Janos Daroczi,

Istvan Nagy,Janos Kovacs.
Production;MTV  Hungarian
Television.Country:Hungary
Recommendation for the
film:"24 Hours:The Horse
Fair”.Author:Robin Powell.
Production:Carlton Television.
Country:United Kingdom.

Second award-10.000 zl-
funded by Regional Polish
Television for the film:
“Nuba-cisti  ljudje”.Authors:
Tomo Kriznar,Mga Waeiss.
Producer:RTV Slovenia.
Country:Slovenia

Third award-5.000 DEM-
funded by CIRCOM Regional
for the film:”30 minutes:
Forgive Us Our Trespassers’.
Author:Pam Thompson.
Producer:Carlton Television.
Country:United Kingdom
Special award-4.000 zI-funded
by the Marshal of Malopolska
Province for the film:"Inni to
takze my” .Authors:Andrze Bi-
alko,Malgorzata Skiba.

Showcase of CR’s best twenty
programmesin Thessaloniki

A showcase of CIRCOM Regional’s best programmes,chosen for the
PRIX Circom 2000,will be hosted by ERT 3,in Thessaloniki,Oct.21-22.
The showcase organised by ERT 3 and the prestigious Film Festival of
Thessal oniki,with the assistance of CIRCOM Regional,will present the
best twenty programmes in the categories:documentaries,news,cross

border,European affairs,new technol ogies.

Programmes represent CR TV sations from Poland,Swiss,Sweden,

Serbia,UK,Ireland,France, Germany,Norway,Lithuania,Denmark.

TV reviewers of the leading Greek newspapers,journalists,producers

and technicians of TV stations,students of Media schools,etc.

SONY.

THE WAY TO FULL
INTEGRATION

Reimar H. Allerdt, President CIRCOM regional, was present
at the Ethnic Festival of Crakow and addressing the guests
said:

“This is not the first time that CIRCOM regional has lent its
support to the Cracow Ethnic Festival—we are proud to have
been involved since years. The colleagues of CIRCOM re-
gional hope that this festival will be full of new discoveries
and encounters, as well as a successful event in this won-
derful, traditional city full of European culture.

CIRCOM regional's main objective is "to enhance and to
promote European culture with all its diversity, helping peo-
ple to become more familiar with others in readiness for
tomorrow's multicultural society, characterised by demo-
cratic participation and tolerance" and also "to display, pre-
serve and promote regional cultures and values for the eth-
nic and language groups".

This means that the aims of the Cracow Festival are the
same of those of CIRCOM regional.

Generally speaking, journalists are committed to impartial
reporting, to providing information for all people, not just for
single groups. In addition to this obligation to balanced
reporting and neutrality, employees of public service broad-
casting stations also have the task of using their medium to
promote the social integration of all people, thereby creating
a tolerant climate of public opinion offering equal opportuni-
ties and fully integrating social minorities.

This is an extremely difficult task indeed. Because some
minority programmes can actually have a counterproductive
effect on their ultimate goal of encouraging integration. On
the other hand, it is imperative that programmes of public
service broadcasting stations allow minorities to present
their lifestyles, interests and opinions through self-portrayal
and through portrayal by other people. Only in this way can
they be a part of the formation of public opinion, of the
process of democratic expression of will, which is vital for a
free social order which respects the dignity of all people.
Minority reporting should protect minorities from prejudice
and ensure their right to self-determination. This is basically
a defensive measure, which clearly shows the structural
subordination and disparagement of minorities and which
provides their members with only limited help in their fight
to live and feel as those people who belong to the majority.
Even if the ruling majority were to comply with the oft-
repeated demand of minorities for “reporting by us for us",
the much fought for goal of integration would not be
reached, because such programmes always seem to end up
with a less attractive broadcasting slot, in the shadows -
where most minorities are anyway.

| believe that minority programmes are only of limited use
towards integration. | think it is much more important to
broadcast the concerns of minorities over the whole range of
information and entertainment possibilities offered by televi-
sion and radio, an interplay between old and new cultures
and culturally influenced social orientation. This can only be
achieved with much patience and persuasiveness, in persis-
tent dialogue with programme planners and makers. But it
is the only way to achieve real integration, to achieve a mul-
ticultural society which is truly multicultural in life and
feeling.

The focus of this year's Ethnic Festival is a minority which
lives in many countries: the gypsies. They have a particu-
larly tough time convincing the world of their real identity,
their right to exist, even of their humanity. Even the offi-
cially correct word "gypsy" appears stigmatizing and prejudi-
cial, and brings with it deep-rooted, apparently ineradicable
prejudice.

How can such a minority present itself in television and
radio? They have no realistic hope of integration into na-
tional, European society — whether they want it or not —
but they can hope for tolerance and respect for their human
dignity, man to man, presented with care and compassion in
the programmes of electronic mass media.

The gypsy minority shows clearly how difficult it is to deal
with all shades of minorities. Our Polish colleagues of TV
Cracow are to be credited with the way in which they took
up the challenge to present minorities in television, to follow
them over the years, to encourage awareness and under-
standing and to demand tolerance.

The lives of our minorities must be continually reflected in
the programming of public broadcasting television stations,
not as a coldly calculated show of proportional representa-
tion, but - day by day - in the spirit of communicative rele-
vance to the society in which we all live. Because: what is
not shown in television does not exist.

CIRCOM regional wishes success to the 4th Ethnic Festival.
We are highly interested to intensive the relations with our
colleagues in Poland who are interested in developing re-
gional TV programmes of high standards.”
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